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Source: Gallup, 2015
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IMS Global CLR

✓ Transparent

✓ Relevant

✓ Equitable

✓ Private

✓ Secure 

✓ Portable

✓ Interoperable

✓ Shareable 

✓ Verifiable

AACRAO CLR

✓ where and when learning occurs

✓ student’s collegiate experience

✓ learning may occur in various places

✓ digital

✓ official documents issued by the institution

✓ rich set of information

Educause CLR

✓ Students understand their learning

✓ share a verifiable record of their

✓ knowledge and accomplishments

✓ With a learner’s consent, the CLR gathers data 

about performance beyond just course grades

✓ capturing, recording, and communicating learning 

when and where it happens 

✓ across a student’s higher education experience.

What is a CLR/ILR/ULR?
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Definitions for CLR/ILR/ULR = XLR!

The XLR standard is one in which the student controls 
the input, output, and use. It's X+L+R, with X being the 
unknown variable.
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LMS Canvas

Eportfolio Foliotek

Manual or import
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Source: Concentric Sky
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Blockchain-verified 

Lifelong Learner 

Record
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Blockchain allows for independent verification of lifelong learning records.

Secure, 

student-

centered 

digital 

record that 

is future-

ready and 

future-

proof.
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White House Workforce Policy Board
✓ Clearly defined, enables comparison, and is based on shared open standards, common language/ descriptions, and skills 

ontologies/frameworks   
✓ Provides contextual information for determining relevance and skills mastered  
✓ Carries meaning and value applicable to useful purposes, including employment, career advancement, and ongoing 

learning  
✓ Enables endorsement by recognized experts and authorities for specific purposes   
✓ Remains up-to-date  
✓ Enables educational, social, and economic mobility for people with varying abilities, preparation, and skills  
✓ Supports pathways to better employment opportunities and to further education and training  
✓ Access to selected fields of the ILR is limited to the parties, purposes, and duration specified by the learner  
✓ Complies with relevant privacy standards and permissions to protect the individual’s identity and record
✓ Complies with relevant security standards to protect the data from unauthorized editing or access 
✓ Can be used in a variety of environments, across sectors and states, connecting to multiple purposes and opportunities in 

employment, education, and other contexts   
✓ Allows the individual to control the location, organization, and combination of their own records for their own uses  
✓ Uses open standards and common ontologies/frameworks to enable data to be machine readable, exchangeable, and 

actionable across technology systems and, when appropriate, on the Web   
✓ Supports combinations of data from multiple sources   
✓ Enables human interoperability and can be understood by people in different occupations and industries from diverse 

backgrounds  
✓ Enables learners to share their ILRs when they apply for jobs or educational opportunities
✓ Learners reserve the right to grant appropriate permissions to provide relevant access for the time duration specified by 

learners 
✓ Can be digitally confirmed by one or more issuers to be authentic and intact  
✓ Supports expiration and revocation by the issuer 

What is a CLR/ILR/ULR? (more details!)

University of North Texas Career Connect - Mike Simmons, Ph.D. IMS Digital Credentials Summit 2020 21



MIKE SIMMONS, PH.D.
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
CURRICULAR INNOVATION AND ACADEMIC 
PARTNERSHIPS
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS 

@nextgeneducate

mike.simmons@UNT.edu

CareerConnect.unt.edu

mailto:mike.simmons@UNT.edu

